Jane Austen's Centenary

writer.    She  knew no  celebrities  and  corre-
sponded with none : her name did not appear
on  her  title-pages :   and her fame  did  not
become   considerable   until   after  her   death.
During the last year or two of her life her books
sold fairly well, and she received, with equa-
nimity,   two   tokens   of   appreciation.    The
Quarterly published a considerable review of
her work, and the Prince Regent's Librarian,
writing on behalf of his illustrious employer,
asked   for   the   dedication   of   Emma.    Miss
Austen assented, and inscribed the book to the
Regent:    upon   which   the    Librarian,   en-
couraged,   wrote  again,   suggesting  that  the
author's  gifted  pen  might  properly  be  em-
ployed upon " an historical romance illustrative
of the august House of Coburg," which was
about to be united, by a holy bond, with the
Royal House of England.    It is not easy to
persuade oneself that George IV. was  Jane
Austen's only point of contact with the great
world :  it is absolutely impossible to imagine
what a German historical novel by her would
have  been  like.    She  could  not  imagine it
either :   she explained to the Librarian that
she could not undertake any story in which
it   would   be   improper   to  laugh.    Treatises
with a serious object were not in her line.
" I think," she said, " I may boast myself to
be, with all possible vanity, the most unlearned
and uninformed female who ever dared to be
an authoress."
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